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and by mountain streams swollen into deep and rapid rivers after
every shower. For the first thirty miles the mountains were covered
with dense jungle, and the soil was a soft alluvial mould, converted
by the slightest rain into a quagmire; and to aggravate all these
difficulties, frequent and heavy rains began early in February, and
continued, almost without intermission, until the proximity of
the real rainy season rendered the attempt to reach Manipur
hopeless.

During February, the Pioneers contrived, with immense
difficulty, to make a pathway through the forest to the banks of
the Jiri nullah, about forty miles from Banskandy, but the nature
of the soil, and the state of the weather, rendered their
exertions of no avail, as the road continued impassable for guns
and laden cattle. In the attempts to advance and to forward
supplies to the Pioneers, several hundred bullocks, camels, and
elephants were lost, partly from overwork, and partly from sinking
so deeply into the mire that no efforts could extricate them.

After struggling in vain against these physical obstructions for

two months, General Shuldham reported
Campaign abandoned. tlie impracticability of an advance to
Manipur, in consequence of which the attempt was abandoned, and
the force broken up. The head-quarters were removed to Dacca ;
a force under Colonel Donkin was posted at Sylhet; and two corps of
native infantry, with the Sylhet Local Corps, and the Manipur Levy
were left in Cachar.

That the difficulties, which had thus arrested the advance
of the British, were not insurmountable to a small force, differ-
ently constituted, was speedily established ; for later on in the year,
Gambhir Singh was allowed to make an attempt to recover
Manipur at the head of his own irregular troops. Accompanied -by
Lieutenant Pemberton of the Pioneers, he started on this expedi-
tion on the 17th May, and in less than a month he had succeeded
in turning the enemy out of Manipur, and had driven him into
the hills and jungles that lie between that country and Ava.

EXPEDITION   TO   ABAKAN.

It will be remembered that when the plan of operations
against the Burmese was decided on in the early part of 1824, it
was determined to maintain a strictly defensive attitude on the
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